City of Gallatin
Department of Building & Codes
Basic Deck Checklist
2006 International Residential Codes
Whether you are planning on building a new deck or replacing your old one, we have compiled this basic checklist to help you maneuver through the building code requirements and inspection process.  We have included several important notes and hints that will help you avoid the most common mistakes, as well as insuring a safe and structurally sound deck.  Should you have any questions concerning this checklist, feel free to contact a Building Inspector at 451-5968. More detailed deck requirements and construction details are available.
PERMIT:  In order to begin the actual building process, you must first obtain a building permit. You will be asked for a copy of your Mortgage Loan Survey. Should you not have a Mortgage Loan Survey, a copy of your lot from the recorded subdivision plat may work.

LOCATION:  Dependent upon the zoning of your property, your deck will be required to maintain a certain distance (zoning setbacks) from your property lines. You will be made aware of the specific requirement at the time you obtain your permit.

FOOTINGS:  Often refereed to as “post holes”.  They are the foundation and support of the deck.  The minimum dimensions of the excavation should be 16”wide x 16”wide x 12”deep (however, only 8” of concrete is required).  It is acceptable to either encase the posts in concrete or place them on top of the concrete with approved attachments. Remember, a footing inspection is required prior to placement of the concrete.
JOISTS:  A span chart that addresses most normal span conditions is available upon request. All joist ends must have proper bearing.  Proper bearing is considered 1 ½” bearing on a beam, a ledger, or approved joist hangers. All holes in each joist hanger must be utilized, with either special hanger nails or minimum 8d common nails, NO SCREWS. If you are using a ledger, the joist must be attached to the ledger by 3 nails or an approved hanger.
STAIRS:  The maximum riser of a step is 7 ¾”.  The maximum variance between ALL risers on any one run of stairs is 3/8”.  The minimum tread depth is 10”.  Make sure to include both the top and bottom steps when calculating for the steps.

HANDRAIL:  A handrail is required when there are 3 or more risers on a run of stairs.  Handrail heights are to be a minimum of 34” and a maximum of 38”.
GUARDRAIL:  A guardrail is required when the height of the deck is more than 30” above the ground.  The minimum height of the guardrail is 36” from the top of the decking with no opening more than 4” apart, this includes spindles. The only difference would be on the open side of your risers (steps), the minimum handrail height is 34” from the nosing of your steps up to the top of your handrail.

It would be virtually impossible to address every possible item that has been found while inspecting a deck.  However, this checklist should help answer some of the frequently asked questions as well as address some of the most common mistakes.  Should you need more in depth information or if there is something that has not been addressed feel free to call the office @ 451-5968. Typical deck construction details are available on request. 
PLEASE DON’T FORGET YOUR FINAL INSPECTION!!!!!!!!

REVISED June 30, 2009
